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Soldiers on Duty
A bevy of young nurses in blue and

white uniforms, bright-eyed, fresh and
smiling, were gathered on the steps of
the house where they have thefr Rich¬
mond home. -;

An elderly woman. passing the house,
paused for a moment tu admire tho
group. "How pretty you look!" she
said, "and how ready for Kcrvle«*! You
might be young soldiers, going out to

conquer tho world."
"No." answered one >>f the nurses,

"we aru golug on duty instead at the
hospital." And they passed on, buoy¬
ant oi step, health and strength appar¬
ent In every movement.
The Woman who hud paused a'.ao con¬

tinued her wallt. "Going on duly." uho
murmured to herself, tnlnki'g that the
girl* behind her were but the tyuo of]
of all other clear-eyod and' actIvo
types of womanhood, constantly seen
at pQRtri assigned thorn in the many
Varying departments of practical und
profesHlunul life tho world over.

And then, coming back to tho spe¬
cial idea of the hospital nurse's prov¬
ince, tl>« thought arose that here wu '

soldiering Indeed, und Ihat the women
who entered the ranks of the nursing
army were forever contending for life
agiiinht d«ath on the baltlefleld where
pain and dlaeuse did their deadly work.

The simple words "going on duty"
Wc£4 jj'.u to covor all the care and
the v. atvhii.B. all tlte weariness und
the waiting, all the sense of loss and
dv.tv.it when a feeble llama of exist¬
ence, burnt lower und lower and then
tickend out; all the sense of Joy in
the awakening of returning health aim

vigor, under the ministrations that had
healing \p their touch.
Not to thu strains of music and the

thunder of gitna I» the battle bl the
blue and while army carried on. Hut
In darkend rooms, beside pain-racked
forms, often under discouragement and
with lack of Intelligent co-operation,
Its soldiers do their part by hearten¬
ing the despondent, showing infinite
patience to the ouerulous, soothing
tired nerves and pointing out tho way
back to health to those who havo
sought and failed to find It unaided.

Heroes on national battlefields are
awardci cin.'h.i of honor, and their
deeds are heralded In song and story.
Hut the blue and white soldiers, brt»vo
ami constant though they may be, win
no such recognition. Their reward
must bo the consciousness of having
InfUse'd fresh courage and spirit Into
sonic battered wreck of humanity, of
having aunt other soldiers back Into
a different fray, who undoubtedly would
hove laid down their arms; of being
tho reserve force back Of a World'« ad-
Vance line and of supplyng a conscious¬
ness of instant support^ when auch
support Is needed.
The blue And white soldiers do not

thus aiwaya receive merited apprecia¬
tion. But they can afford to forgive
ingratitude, because, more than any
other, their position tend* to make them
eo devoid of nel'lslinesa that they fight,
not to reap reward or applause, but
simply for the uplift of themselves In
the uplift of all humanity dependent
upon them.

Prom Cupld'a Fair Weather Ilooke.
For January.

"I am resolved that I will mend my
ways and swear henceforth to be a

water-man."
For February.
"Now forth to fish goes goorl St. Val¬

entine, and baits his gentle hook with
tender wishes."
For March.

"1 speed my parting hat with futile
damn as my umbrella turneth inside
out."
For April.

"The ever-gaining sun predicts a

rise in summer's stock, to-day."
For May.

"Wtli her tall twin brothers. May
appears."
For June-.
"The crusty crab, for love of June's

sweet tooth, lays down his life and
doffn his armored ahell."
For August.
"Behold your Queen in virgin ma¬

jesty, the summer girl, who sits on Au¬
gust's throne."
For October.
"Summer, dying, smiles upon her

pyre of maples fanned to flame by au¬
tumn's breath."

Thought In the Beginning.
The aim of every woman Is to nave

her home as attractive and beautiful
and home-like as possible, and to have
Its atmosphere restful and Inviting.
One of the chief requisites in gaining
this end is simplicity,

Simplicity of furnishing, however,
must not be confounded with hareness.
Jt means fundamentally good lines.
With beauty and harmony of color and
arrangement, a true Instinct for the
fitness of things and a hard and re-

lentless heart in weeding out ones

possessions. This last necessity Ik the
big fault of many an otherwise attrac¬
tive house, you must eliminate, elim¬
inate, eliminate: you must get up with
the lark to keep ahead of the souvenirs
and useless presents that accumulate
so fast, and you must turn an unseeing
eye to the shops full of pnneeded or¬

naments. There Is a deal of truth in
what pome one wittily said about buy¬
ing a vase: "Buy It only after much
meditation and prayer." We all have
known what it is to regret money
spent on the. spur of .the moment for
something which proved a white ele¬
phant op our hands. Thought in the
hogiiinng will save waste in the end.
The Dinner Honfess. -

The woman who contemplates a din¬
ner should never undertake more than
Bhe is sure site can accomplish without
overstrain; for a dinner tu strict In Its
etiqiietto. and liberties cannot ba
taken with it as with other social af¬
fairs.
The firP't of her duties 1s the seine,

tion of her gnesrs. Tl is not enough
thai they are all clever and well hved.
There should lie a measure of congen¬
iality between them, a degree of fit¬
ness In bringing them together.
The menu, too, Is of prime impor¬

tance. The howtess mu»t plan to have
enough and not too much; to bo sure
?hat every Item will be as nearly per.
feet as possible; that t.hern shall be
nothing served that the cook it not
equal to pTeparng satisfactorily: that
thorn are to he no Innovations Intro¬
duced 1n the., servlcn of the'meal, hut
that all shall go aa by clockwork,
Tho dinner may heaMn with oysters

or clamg or grapefruit or fruit cock¬
tails, or with some such appetizer, as
caviare or anonovy toast or canapes,
orva similar dish. After this cornea a
V -ht eoup.

Some Fashion Features.
Some Fashion Features Noted Are a Predom¬

inance of Navy Blue and
White.

In costume", the favorite combina¬
tion is often blue wlth_ white. Other-
Wise there is the prevalence of fringe
as trimnüng, (iie contraat in material
as well as color between the skirt ah.il
overhanging tunic, the slashed skirt
with different colored underskirt, the
closely wrapped skirt, the three-quar¬
ter sleeve, tho lingerie waists In shirt
style, with double frills and full-length
sleeves, finished off with a frill falling
over the hand.
Side trill r'avurlte.
The side frill or one-sided jabot is

still the favorite, nun is seen on coats,
on lingerie waists, on practical cDat-
dresses, of Which there tiro quite a
number. It la quite positive that a
large number of the afternoon gowns
and dre-ssy costumes are similarly
adorned, because fashion' dictates the
side frill shall apiHUtr wherever It
may bo appropriately applied. Kvon
tho peasant blouse Is now either slash¬
ed or laid Into a deep tuck to afford
the insertion of the fashionable side
frill or Jabot. These frills are often
quite enormous, and sometimes cover
the entire front of a waist.
Fox teaaklnnalile Kur.
Fox promises lo lie a f.-tshlonable fur

next season. A large number of orepo
de chine scarfs edged in fur aro shown,
and these, will, no doubt, be In strong
vogue tor early fall wear.

Since the lace, and ribbon muffs were
so strongly featured abroad during the.
past season, it la not surprising to see
a few crepe de chine muffs edged with
fur to match tho scarf,
fashion Oddities.
Tho way to amuse a child that is

tired of an old toy Is to show It a now
one. Shrewd Fashion Is now doing this
for her tired followers. She Is done-
ling odditleu in dress before them.
Already they are sitting up and taking
notice. Before long they will grasp
and run oft wlth^all these new Ideas,
and tho Lord only knows how far they
will run. Give tho average woman a
dress suggestion and she will construct
a whole wardrobe from It. What, then,
are some of the things which Paris
offers to the women who are seeking
for things new?
Mario Antoinette fichus of the most

exquisite of locos and the most tissue¬
like of mulls, so deep that the bodice
soems all flohu. .

Hobes of rich lace mounted over
satin and finished with the most or¬
dinary looking of linen fringe.
fthatvl Ovcraklrta.
Ovorsklrta fashioned of a silk cropo

stbawi. with a Vrlnged border, and
draped no that one point comes In

tho middle of the hack, while the other
two points are knotted in front.
Sleeves which start in the most con¬

servative form and then suddenly bulge
into a pronounced and precise puff,

(.'lose-tuting skirts which are slashed
for a number of inches straight up tho
back.
Stockings of ftesli-color silk, worn

[With black slippers.Mario Antoinette poke bonnets of
(velvet, with a big velvet bow at tho
j back.I Champagne Colored Scarfs.

Chiffon scurfs In champagne color,with th» ends trimmed with heavyfringe. Those are used not only to
Simula te'a fichu, but are draped, reallywrapped, about the body to form odd-
looking tunlcj.

I'evers in all sorts of exaggeratedforms. trlmmll\g the back of a bodice
unite as frequently as the front, manylimes coming to long points and fin¬
ished with a tassel.

I Longer skirts for afternoon and eve-
ning wear, and many showing the cu¬
rious (isli-tatl train.
Weather Vane of Good Taste.
Coiffures aro small and simple. Tho

hcai.l of .the ¦fashionable woman Is
actually gottln« to be its normal also.
The newest hats, that Is many of tho
niMt fashionable of the autumn mod-
els, show very high crowns. f

it is a wise woman who keeps her
eyo on the weather-v.ino of Oobd Taste,
for this will always direct her tothe safe and middle course In style.
Skirts, Jackets, llodlcea.

Many skirts are of uneven length,|somo slashed In front, snmo at tho sldos
I anil some In the middle back.

Doth long and short tunics are fa¬
vored, tho underskirt matching at least
In color. If not in fabric, the collar »nd
revora of the bodice or coat.
Jackets which have the appearance of

being a huge, collar rather than a coat.
Hags with the longest of handles arej omnipresent. They match the cos-! tunic or Its trimming, or they form

the striking contrasting note.
Bodices worn over the skirt, but¬

toning up the front and showing a de¬
cided point below the waist line.
Dresses which strikingly resemble

a cassock and are buttoned straight upthe front.'
These are but a few of the Parla

dress oddities, some of which, no mat¬
ter how curious, may offer a sug¬gestion which can be used in plan¬
ning fashionable clothes for the win¬
ter. ,I

SMART MODELS FOR DUMI-TAILOUED COSTUMES. I/Art da la Mode.

The Fabric Bag
The heavily embroidered fabric bag

Is a great favorite, this season; In fact,
lit la no much used that It Im quite
crowding out tbo bag of leather and
suede. These fabric hags aro easily
made. The smartest of them aro of
the same material aa the dress with
which they are carried, and aro em¬
broidered to match the design and col-
oring- of the trimming on the dress.These bags are finished with cord
handles so long that, when thoy aro
swung over the shoulder/ which, bythe way, is the newest way of car-
lying- them, they renoh to tbo knees.

In considering dress accessories, care¬ful thought should be given to veils.Lace veils, spider-web veils, silk Shot-land veils, will all be worn a greatdeal this soason.

The Old-Pnahloned Knot.
Fine needle-workers seldom use theold Cushioned knot, its unnecessarybulk has condemned It except for bast¬ing, gathering, the sewing on of but¬tons, anil, occasionally, 'for flannels.Tho correct thing Is to make two orthree tiny backstitches, one upon thootlior, making tho beginning atltchesSXaotly like tho llnlshlng-ofr stitches.The result Is very satisfactory.

Slewing On Muttons.
Hut tons Should bo sowed on so thnttin. stitches will run with the warpjand woof of tho material. Where, thereare four holes In a button, tlte button

con bo placed so that the holoa rurcvertical und perfectly balanced. Thenmake two sets of upright parallelstitches on thVi face of lite huton; orthe button can bo placed with theholes In diamond shape. In this lat¬ter case, lit order to have tho stitchesfollow the warp and woof of tho mn-terlal. tho stitches must be matle fromthe upper to the lower holo and fromside to side, thus making- a straightj cross, on tho faco of tho button.

Grape Catsup.
Will be quite as satisfactory made

from grapess lightly underripe. Pick
over, wofth, drain and remove stems
from grapes. Put in a prescrvlng-kot-
tle, add cold water to barely cover,
bring to tho boiling point, and let sim¬
mer until tho fruit Is soft;, thon press
through a slove, discarding skins and
seeds. Put ten pounds of tha fruit
pulp in a presorving kettle and add
five poundts of sugar, two quarts of
vlneg.tr, one tableapoonful of cinna¬
mon, one tsblespooivful of allspice, two
tablespoonfuls of clove and one grated
nutmeg. Bring to the boiling point
and lot simmer until reduced to tha
consistency of a catsup. Fill bottles
to overflowing, adjust stoppers, and
senL

Discreet Traveling Costume.
Woman Who Desires to Present a

Appearance in Traveling, Will
Find That.

Serge, light cloth and tweed In dif¬
ferent shades of gray are good. The
day haa gone by when one weara "any
old thing" when going a Journey. It
is the wise woman who chooses her!
traveling costume with care and dls-1
cretlon.
A pretty semi-princess gown, with a

matching or contrasting coatee, is very
suitable- An extra lawn Jabot may bo
carried In tho traveling bag and slip¬
ped on so that one may arrlvo at one's
destination looking fresh and dainty.
A small hat should be worn, niid at
the end of the Journey the gray chif¬
fon veil used to protect the face and
neck from dust may be replaced by one
of white lace In an ulluver pattern,
say of Brussels, Chnntllly or Limerick.
Any one of these lace veils Is bocomlng
and usually most Haltering, succesa-
fully hiding the ravages and dtsfigure-

I merits of a fatiguing railroad Journey.

I,nek nf Consistency.
Above all elae, one notices the con-

j spleuous lack; of consistency or oon-
vontlonallty in the reconstruction of
period dresses. Dressea, of tho Rovolu-
tlonary period have draperies remlnls-
cent of those seen In tho paintings of
tho early Renaissance- Skirts of ono
period nre Worn with bodices of an¬
other, while tho attractive features of
the costumes of many countries have
boon borrowed to enhance the beauties
of our Revolutionary, empire. AS30 and
1880 costumes. Tho fashions of to¬
day are essentially eclectic, and seem

I to be reviews of all that have gone
before. But the couturiers of to-day
are not mere copyists, but display won-
derful Ingenuity In the combinations of

I color. In the beauty of lines and of
srrangementa

w idth of Sklrta lacrenstn*.
There ia n slight but decided ten¬

dency towards lengthening the skirts
and widening them as a consequent
movement towarda drapery.
The Quaen of England disapproved

of the narrow skirts, because It hln-
dared the ourtaay, or, at any rate, ren¬
dered its effect ungraceful, and since
then moro width hla_ boon allowed.
The change Is Just perccptlblo, and,
though coming slowly as yet, it Is com¬
ing. Narrow aklrta will die out re¬

luctantly, because they are beeomlng
to youthful, well-made woman, whll

thoso who nro neither refuse to admit
the fact or to accept tho oonsequenoes.

On the Subject of I.acr.
On the subject of laoe It may be said

that It la more worn than ever: coarse
Milanese, coarse and fine Veulse, Mech¬
lin, Chantllly, Flanders and Irish. One
may sco thorn all mingled tugethor,
three and four and five kinds of lace
on the one dress. Now Is the time for
bringing out all tho laoe la'd by in
wardrobes, as one noed not fear glv-
ing a look of patchwork by their Jux¬
taposition on gowns. The following
model by Martial at Armand proves
this truth. A princess of Venise over
white tulle, forming a tunlo down to
tho knees, and falling over a second
ilounca of tinted Cluny, which, In turn,
falls ovar a third flounce of tinted
Venise. The lower port of tho short
alenvea. as well as the back panel,
which starts at tho waist and roaches
tho ground, Ib in black Chantllly.
"What strikes ono marvelous In this
dress is that it apears at the same tlmo
very simple yet extromoly rich.

KfTeetlve Uorder Dealern.
An effoctlve design that can be adapt¬

ed to varloua-slsed borders merely by
Increasing tho sire of the scrolla onn
easily be drawn without a pattern.
Make a series of largo H-es, con¬

nected by making an extra curve from
the Inner point of S, bringing it up
to form the lower curve up tho noxt
S above and oelow.
To work those acrolls have tho con¬

necting Hue from tho bulged part of
090h letter traced on each sldo with
oval suctions like laurel loaves con¬
ventionalized. Thoso are outlined or
can bo done in satin stiteh Into the.
central vein. Tho rest of the scrolls
are mado entirely of detached jeye-lots of equal siz and rather small.
Use of Taffeta nod Batiste.
One of the. quaint combinations of

the season Is the use of white or colored
batiste and black or colored taffeta*
The taffeta is of the new dull kind
which is as soft as satin, and the
batiste may bo plain or covered with
eyelet embrodtery. The silk la used ss
hem, us half of the sleeves, as a' girdle
with sash ende» and sometimes as rev-]
era.

The Homely Girl
and Dowdy Woman

Tho homely girl la early and oon-
.tunUy lmpros*usJL (Ith the Man. of barplain appearance, bo tluvt aha looks
out upon the world- from a dlscouregodviewpoint. Her sisters, oouatna and
aunts, to aay nothing of her littlebrothers and nieces, hava left wnuher no Illusions concerning herself.And after all the homely girl neevl
not be so unattractlvo, If only shewill ocaso thinking of herself as beingsuoh, and tako a pride In har looks and
what sho woairs. She should cultivatepride, which, upon hor mental altitude,
acta like a tonic,
Heprexalou and severa snubbing gen¬erally leave hur slow in developmentShe should cultivate herself wim anambition to reach somo tine Ideal thatshe hoLa up within reaoh of her soulvision. It will bo a- great help In tboImprovement oven of hor outward »»-pearanoe, whloh, after all, la but a re¬flection of the Inner naturo.
In ao far aa her clothes are oon-oerned, she should avoid neutral shadesand dark tints, should wear hatu withdecided lines and faced wth a colorwhich would curtaJuly bo becoming1 tosuch a wearer as tho plain girl wouldlike to be; to such a girl as she her¬self will bo eventually. It she willonly have faith In her possibilities.For Instance, she should take an In¬ventory of her personal asaeta, and 11she haa lust one good point, who shouldexert herself to rnako much of thatpoint. If there aro dull-gold lights Inhoc brown hair ahe should brush bartresses until the dull gold turns to sun¬shine.
The homely girl should bo the per-sonlftoarton of neatness, for an Im¬maculate personality la always agree¬able and good to look upon. The work!

expects becoming and faultless dress,In so far as freshness and neatnoss
ore eoneorned, from every gtrl. Ithas come to be a mark of the dlgrvVtyand powor of her sejc
The homely girl who dnea net takeherself resolutely In hand la apt todevelop Into a dowdy woman, who saysahe doesn't ce.ro and la too Indifferentto realise where her draaa fault» be¬

gin and and.
It 1a all right If the dowdy woman

even, can be prodded out of her apathyand forced to consider the line ax-
ample set by the grande dames of the
nn-clent regime, when they put on theirrichest ons tum es to ride on a ttmsbrllto the «ru|llo>rlne. They knew that
whatever the clroumstoxiaea «a> orlalsof a woman's life might be, ft Is most
fittingly approached in proper dress.With an appropriateness of dress
comes an appropriateness of manner
and bearing, an ease producing the un¬conscious effect Which 1b the 'best. Thebeoominamesa of attire will b* addedto by a beopmlngness of spirit, so that
wot only will [her adrvarvtages out-welerht her disadvantages In otherminds, but she herself will be lifted
beyond the deapnndenoy produced bythe drawbaoka of ugliness and dowdi-
neas.
A Sbaadean I,nut-icon.

This luncheon succeeded tn irtlmnlat-Ing the minds as well as the appetitesof the guests, who, when all were as¬sembled, confessed themselves In the
dark as to what a Shandean l.unohenn
might be, but the quotation from
"Thlstram Shandy." whloh was given
on each pla.ce-card, threw some light
on the subject. "How many Caesars
and Pompeys, by mere Inspiration of
the names, have been rendered worthyof them? And how many are there
who might have done exceeding well
In tho world, had not ther character
and spirits been totally depressed and
Micodomus'd into nothing?" The plaoe.cords were aheets of note-paper; Wal¬
ter Shandy's words were on the flrat
page; on the second was the familiar
question and answers, "What's in a
name? A rose by any other name
would am«ll as sweet"; tho third bore
a quotation from Stevenson. "To thebest of my belief, Mr. Shandy is the
lirst who fairly pointed out tho incal¬
culable influenae of nomenclature";
and the fourth gavo Solomon's opinion,"A good name la bettor then preciousointment."
The (iiiiMlnc Contest.
Aa the (courses were' aeirved, the

jrucsta wero askedtoguessthetugrdt- e
EuntU w«re asked tu guess the Ingredi¬
ents, and then write appropriate andoriginal namea for the dlah.es.
When the deml-taaaes wero broughtIn, the menus were road aloud, a prise

was awarded to the author of the opevoted by acclamation to be the bast,
and the dishes composed for the oc¬
casion will always bear these names.
A photograph of Robert Louis Steven¬
son was the prize, slnoe it was to tits
essay, "The Philosophy of Nomencla¬
ture," 'that the hostess owed her In¬
spiration,
In Fronting and Decorating-.
Foliage is beat made of citron th/tnly

sliced. Tho dark-green outside makes
attractive leaves, though all may be
used to advantage. The little candles
for the flowers may somettmas be pro¬
cured at small shops, though the great,
est variety can be bought of a dealer
in confectioners' supplies; also the
Httle allver-llke dragtos. which are so
ornamental. The flowers aro mad* on
a basis of angelica, cut with a pen¬
knife into thin shavings. Work with
the. hands Into small ball?, then fiat-
ten Into lovtange shapes, which make
a sticky foundation on which the can¬
dles may be placed. Candied rose
leaves and violets may also bo used.
Tho cake is sometimes decorated with
daisies and chrysanthemums. The
baskets holding the d:iisies are formed
of little yellow candles made on a.
foundation of angelica. The ribbon
bow which ties the flowers together
Is made of ornamental fronting. The
little disks are made of angelica
shaped in hulf-spheres, dipped In the
while of egg and then In the dTagets.
and tho conventional decorations aro
cut from -thin slices of citron. The
cake Is covered with confectioners'
frosting- To make it, put one-half
cupful of hot water in a bowl and add
confeotionars' sugar gradually, until
the mixture Is of the right consis¬
tency to spread. Flavor with one tea.
spoonful of vanilla.

Apply Common Sense to Work,
"A young girl, with a knowledge of

bookkeeping gained at tiie local High
School, wanted to help her mother
tnako both ends meet, but aha was
not strong enough to take a position.
Sho helped to pay the family butcher
bill by canting up the butcher'a ac¬
counts every evening. It wasn't much,
but it was better than buying an 'out¬
fit' for selling something which she
could not possibly sell.

"if you con mako good bread, try
to make more of it. even if the task
is monotonous. You can sell It to
exclusive family trade wearied of
bako--shop stuff. And it easier to
get 10 conti for a small loaf of home¬
made bread, 20 cents a dosen for the
'sort of biscuits mother used to make.'
than to addrofs a hundred envelopes
for 8 cents, especially when no one in
your city has envelops to addrca by
the hundred.
"Look yourself, your home, your

neighbors over, and, thon decide what
you can offer that they need. Apply
common sense to your home-work
and. some tlmo. In some measure, you
will secure results. Leava common
senso out of your cotealattona m> t.
rest assured, you will Ind nn.ne.v Map¬
ping out of your pur.«e>"


